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enjoyable. | have been able to
meet other students from countries
in Europe, South America, and

Study Abroad in Hirosaki

Michael Musser
13 July 2010

(TR —KREX—F VDD DTIBFE)

When | first moved to Hirosaki
in order to begin studying, | was
unprepared for how much would
experience. Where | live in
Tennessee has a very hot and
humid climate, so the first aspect
of life in Hirosaki that shocked me
last fall was how much cooler it
was. | feel that | have since
become more accustomed to the
climate, but my first winter in
Hirosaki was a rather trying
experience. Other than just
becoming used to the change in
temperature, | also had to become
used to living in an area where
very few people speak English.

While living in Hirosaki and
attending classes, | have made
many friends that | feel | can
remain in contact with for years
to come. My Japanese tutor was
especially helpful in getting me
settled into daily life, and the
other foreign students with whom
| have become friends have
helped make my stay here very

J

Asia that share the same interests
and values that | do. That is
something that | would have
never experienced had | not
come to Hirosaki. In a way, these
friends have become a second
family to me, and have helped
make me feel at home, even though
I'am in a foreign country.

While here, | have also been
able to see sights that are unique.
| have been able to see shrines and
temples, as well as other traditional
Japanese architecture, which
cannot be seen in Tennessee.
| have also been able to tour a
sake brewery and plant rice the
traditional way. It has been these
experiences, as well as attending
various exciting festivals, that
have made living in Japan seem
more real to me.

| feel that the complete
immersion into Japanese life was
the best choice for improving my
Japanese language skills. By
transferring to Hirosaki and
enrolling in Japanese language
classes, | was forced to improve
my Japanese in order to perform
daily activities. It makes a
difference when a student is
learning a language in the
classroom and when they have to
put that knowledge to use in life.
For me, the most helpful point
was being able to use the newest
vocabulary that | learned in class
as soon as | left. In America, | did
not use the Japanese that |
learned in my daily life, so it had
less meaning to me.

While attending Hirosaki
University, | have enrolled in a

variety of classes that | feel have
broadened my understanding of
Japanese culture. Of course, the
most helpful classes that | took
were the Japanese language
classes, but | have also enjoyed
taking classes about Japan's rice
culture, traditional religious
practices and beliefs, and modern
Japanese business practices.
These classes have helped me
understand some of the intricacies
of Japanese culture that | was
unaware existed.

While studying abroad may
not have much of an impact on
my schooling, as Japanese is only
a hobby that I enjoy rather than a
part of my degree, | believe that it
will have a great deal of influence
on my choice of work. Before
coming to Japan, | was looking for
jobs that would put what | have
learned for my major, computer
science, to work, but | now wish
to find a job which will utilize my
Japanese language skills. | would
also prefer a job which will allow
me to return to Japan, so that |
may study the language and
culture further. | plan to put my
newly practiced Japanese
language skills to use by being
either a translator or interpreter for
a Japanese/American international
company and helping burgeon
foreign relations. | believe that not
only the Japanese language skills
that | learned in Hirosaki, but also
the experiences of daily life in
Japan, with all of its ups and downs,
will help me in finding a suitable
vocation.

Altogether, studying abroad
in Hirosaki has been a fun and
rewarding time of discovery and
learning. It is an experience that |
would recommend to anyone
debating whether or not they
should try to go outside the world
that they know.
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